1. Please do not hesitate to ask librarians for help – at reference desk, or by setting up research consultation: homepage > Help With Research > One-on-One Help

2. Setting up research consultations and all of the other searches/services I’ll highlight in this presentation begin at libraries’ homepage: http://www.lib.fsu.edu/ 

If off campus – register “off campus access” in upper right-hand corner of library webpage

3. When start a project – three major things I want you to remember:

1) keyword searching in FSU catalog or Worldcat and in databases to find initial sources

2) Reference sources

3) Seed research: trace references from initial sources to find more sources

Useful Reference Sources

Encyclopedia of language & linguistics / Keith Brown, editor-in-chief ; co-ordinating editors, Anne H. Anderson ... [et al.].  Amsterdam ; Boston : Elsevier, c2006.
STROZIER LIBRARY Reference   P29 .E48 2006

International encyclopedia of linguistics / William Bright, editor-in-chief.  New York : Oxford University Press, 1992.
STROZIER LIBRARY  P29 .I58 1992

There are also many specialized dictionaries and encyclopedias in the Ps which provide biographical information on authors, definitions of major approaches to literature and movements in literature, summaries of canonical texts, etc.

A good way to search for reference materials is to do an advanced search in the FSU Libraries Catalog, put in a title or subject keyword, and limit the location to Strozier Reference. 
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	    Limit your search further by:

    Location: Strozier, Reference

    Format:

    Language:




4. Searching
1) Searching the FSU Catalog and Discovery Tool:

Please note that the default (main) search box on the libraries’ homepage is no longer the libraries Catalog.  Instead, it is a “Discovery Tool” which merges the catalog with our databases – allowing you to search for books, microfilm, periodical articles all at once.  Just be aware that the numbers of results increases DRAMATICALLY when using Summon, so it’s not the best place to start all searches.

To search the catalog, click on the “Books” Box along the top of the libraries’ homepage

To search Summon, type your terms into the box on the libraries’ homepage to do a basic search, or click on advanced search for more direction/to do a more focused search

You can do Basic Search in either system, and this is a good way to begin if you only have a very general subject in mind (no specific sources)

+ in either the catalog or summon, a basic search means you put in your terms and simply click on search (do not select any particular field to search in)  

+ Once you get an initial list of sources, you can narrow and find more sources several ways:


1. Re-sort result list with drop-down menu box on right

2. Use “Narrow Results by” (Catalog) OR “Refine Your Search” (Summon) menus on left – narrow by format or subject

3. Click on title link for a relevant item and scroll down in book’s record to look at subject headings.  Click on a subject heading to find more works with that heading, or copy the heading (or headings if more than one pertain) and run an advanced search for that heading (or part of the heading if it is too specific).  You can do the same with an author to get a list of all books by that author)

Be aware of U-Borrow as well – at the top right of the Catalog OR Summon Interfaces:
Show …  items that you can request statewide 

To find a specific title or author in the Catalog or Summon, you will be more effective if you select the advanced search option and then indicate whether you are searching for a title or author.

An even more precise form of advanced searching in the Libraries Catalog can be found by using “option 3” under advanced search (From the library’s homepage, click on “advanced search” and then scroll down to “Option 3: Search lists of titles, call numbers, etc” ).  One of the advanced features this offers is browsing lists of subject headings (in advanced search, option 3, you can see a list of subject headings holding a keyword.  You can’t do this in the regular catalog because searching by a subject keyword automatically brings up a list of books, rather than the headings themselves).  Select “subject” from the pull down menu in the search box to use this feature.
+ you may also want to use the browse subject heading tool in” advanced search, option 3” to find the authoritative name for a person (for example, “Díaz del Castillo, Bernal,” “Chechnya”) 
2) Searching in Databases
- To access any database, click on “a-z” following “List Databases” under the search box with the heading “Find articles, journals, and databases”

- Click on the appropriate letter and scroll down and click on the link to database you want to search OR type in the name or part of the name of the database in the Name/Description Search Box to bring it up

General Advice on Searching Databases
- Most databases have a basic/general and an advanced search option.  The basic/general search often searches keywords, but sometimes lets you select title, author, subject, keyword.  A keyword search is usually sufficient to begin.

- Databases are set up differently.  Two especially important features for searching vary:
1. Boolean searching (put AND, OR, NOT between words) – interfaces are set up differently to facilitate this

2. truncating – to search for multiple variations of a word (magic realis* = magic realist, magic realism)

You can usually find a help link explaining how various search features work in a specific database
Databases Useful for Research in Modern Languages:
WorldCat

WorldCat is a catalog containing over 48 million bibliographic records from libraries around the world.  Thus, it includes books that are not at FSU.  It also includes journal articles in its catalog (which is not true of the FSU catalog), and other kinds of media (some of which are also in FSU’s catalog).

- If you’ve found a citation in the citations or bibliography of another work, you can use worldcat to identify a library holding that item.  
- You can also do a subject search in worldcat to identify initial sources not held at FSU.  If you choose this strategy, I recommend searching the FSU catalog first to identify subject headings, then selecting subject, descriptor for the search field from the pull-down menu in WorldCat.
Dissertation Abstracts/Digital Dissertations

Indexes every doctoral dissertation completed in the U.S. at accredited institutions for the last 150 years. Includes some master's theses and foreign language dissertations. Titles published since 1997 are available in PDF digital form full-text.
Meta Databases:

· Academic Search Complete

· JSTOR

· Project Muse

· Art & Humanities Citation Index 

· Humanities and Social Sciences Full Text (Plus Retrospective)

· Omnifile

· Iter Bibliography

· Francis

Subject-Specific Secondary-Source Databases:

· MLA Bibliography

· Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts

· Literature Resource Center

Primary-Source Databases:

· ARTFL (A compendium of French texts, mostly from the Renaissance-20th century)
· Early English Books Online
· Eighteenth Century Collections Online

· Nineteenth Century Collections Online

· New York Times Historical

· The (London) Times Digital Archive (1785-1985)
· The (London) Times, 1985-present
· Classiques Garnier Numerique – La Critique litteraire (19th Century Literary Works)
· Classiques Garnier Numerique – La Revolution et l’Empire (The Writings of 19th century historians on the Revolution and Empire)
· Classiques Garnier Numerique – Les Ecrits sur l’art (Writings on Art form the 18th to 20th Centuries)
6. Accessing Sources Once You’ve Identified Them:

Find it @ FSU (shows you if a full-text/online copy of the article is available in another database and/or if FSU holds the journal in print)

- not fool-proof – if you do not get any results with “find it @ fsu,” check if we have journal in our catalog by doing a basic search for “journal title” from the pull-down menu.
If FSU does not hold Journal or Book
- Can place an Inter-Library-Loan request: From homepage (http://www.lib.fsu.edu/) > click on “interlibrary loan” link in “Services” menu (right column at center of webpage) – can also do it from “Find it @ FSU” link
For books or journals held at FSU, go to Reference, Periodicals, or other Circulating Stacks Sections of the Library
- Reference sources: Helpful for

+ defining terms/narrowing topic 

+ getting introduction to major ideas/concepts

+ look alphabetically in main section or index of encyclopedia/dictionary for concept 

+ some encyclopedia/dictionary articles/entries have lists of citations at the end that you can then go find to begin seed research

A couple of notes about journals
- sometimes nice to use microfilm because you can scan the document to computer 

- be aware that some journals have indexes (usually at end of set) – can look up term in there – others you have to browse tables of contents (increasingly these are available in electronic form)
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